
2022 Game Animal 
Council Hunter 
Survey Results
The survey was run by the Game Animal Council 
through SurveyMonkey between 4 and 14 November 
2022. 697 individual responses were collected. 



Q1 / Which region of NZ do you hunt in most often?

REGION PERCENTAGE RESPONSES
Northland 0.57% 4

Auckland 0.72% 5

Waikato 5.88% 41

Bay of Plenty 5.16% 36

East Coast/Poverty Bay 1.58% 11

Hawke’s Bay 5.16% 36

Central North Island 21.52% 150

Taranaki 0.57% 4

Manawatu 4.59% 32

Wanganui 1.43% 10

Kapiti Coast 0.43% 3

Wellington 4.73% 33

Marlborough 3.16% 22

Nelson/Tasman 8.61% 60

Canterbury 17.22% 120

West Coast/Buller 2.58% 18

Otago 10.19% 71

Southland 5.88% 41

TOTAL 697



Q2 / What are the things that most impact  
 your hunting in that region?

ISSUES IMPACTING HUNTING PERCENTAGE RESPONSES
Access 67.40% 462

Poison operations 12.55% 86

Animal numbers/condition 5.25% 36

Other hunters 3.10% 21

Control programmes 0.29% 2

WARO/AATH 3.10% 21

Other 8.32% 57

TOTAL 685

ISSUES IMPACTING HUNTING



CONDITION OF ENVIRONMENT

Q3 / What condition would you describe the  
 native forest/bush/grassland where you hunt?

CONDITION OR ENVIRONMENT PERCENTAGE RESPONSES
Good/flourishing 45.47% 316

Ok 42.88% 398

Poor/over-browsed 11.65% 81

TOTAL 695



Q4 / How has the condition of the native forest/bush 
 /grassland where you hunt changed over the 
 last few years?

CHANGE IN CONDITION 
OF ENVIRONMENT

PERCENTAGE RESPONSES

Improved 17.72% 123

Stayed the same 69.31% 481

Declined 12.97% 90

TOTAL 694

CHANGE IN CONDITION OF ENVIRONMENT



Q5 / What overall condition are the animals in  
 where you hunt?

CONDITION OF ANIMALS PERCENTAGE RESPONSES
Good 67.29% 469

Average 30.85% 215

Poor 1.87% 13

TOTAL 697

CONDITION OF ANIMALS



Q6 / How has the condition of the animals where  
 you hunt changed over the last few years?

CHANGE IN CONDITION 
OF ANIMALS

PERCENTAGE RESPONSES

Improved 13.13% 91

Stayed the same 76.91%

Declined 9.96% 69

TOTAL 693

CHANGE IN CONDITION OF ANIMALS

533



Q7 / What is your primary reason to go hunting?

PRIMARY REASON TO HUNT PERCENTAGE RESPONSES
Meat hunting for family/
whanau/community

51.09% 353

Trophy hunting 5.50% 38

Recreation/wellbeing 36.76% 254

Game animal management 2.17% 15

Other 4.49% 31

TOTAL 691

PRIMARY REASON TO HUNT



Q8 / What are the top one or two issues you  
 would like GAC advocacy work to focus 
 on over the next year?

FUTURE GAC ADVOCACY FOCUS PERCENTAGE RESPONSES
Access 43.02% 308

Poison operations 12.57% 90

Hunter engagement in management 22.77% 163

Education and safety 2.37% 17

WARO/AATH 3.21% 23

Firearms issues 5.87% 42

Hunter licencing 0.98% 7

Promotion of hunting 5.45% 39

Other 3.77% 27

TOTAL 716*

FUTURE GAC ADVOCACY FOCUS

* This question gained more responses than the number of people who 
responded to the survey as a number of respondents indicated more 
than one issue in their answer.




