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Introduction  

Why the vertebrate toxic agent use policy has been prepared and what it seeks to achieve.  

The use of vertebrate toxic agents for controlling small mammals to prevent the spread of disease 
and to reduce predation of threatened indigenous species is undertaken over large areas of both 
public and private/leasehold land in New Zealand.1  

Vertebrate toxic agent use can have significant impacts on game animal populations, their 
management and availability as a public resource. Game animals include deer, tahr, chamois and 
wild pigs (excludes goats), and are recognised as valued introduced species in Te Mana o te Taiao – 
The Aotearoa New Zealand Biodiversity Strategy 2020 (ANZBS).2 The ANZBS outlines goals for 
managing valued introduced species to reduce negative impacts on biodiversity and maintain their 
recreational, and cultural value.  

Where vertebrate toxic agents are applied by mechanisms that expose game animal populations, 
variable levels of mortality can result, and in some cases, mortality can approach 100%.3 In addition, 
meat harvest restrictions are imposed between 2-5km from the area exposed to vertebrate toxic 
agents, depending on species targeted for harvest, for between 4 months and 3 years, depending on 
the toxin used, to minimise potential risks to public health. Variable game animal mortality rates and 
harvest restrictions following vertebrate toxic agent application create significant challenges for 
implementing long term game animal management programs that maintain their recreational and 
cultural value.4  

The policy outlined is intended to clarify the Game Animal Council’s (GAC) position on the use of 
vertebrate toxic agents in New Zealand, specifically, where the use of these agents may impact game 
animals, their management and availability as a public resource. The policy will be used to guide the 
GAC while undertaking statutory functions, section 7, GAC Act 2013, where vertebrate toxic agent 
use is a relevant factor.     

Interpretation  

The policies outlined in this document were prepared while recognising the statutory and legal 
responsibilities of the Minister of Conservation and of other decision-makers including, the 
Department of Conservation, OSPRI, Ministry of Primary Industries, Land information New Zealand, 
Regional Councils, and private and leasehold land holders.  

The level of detail varies depending on the amount of scientific evidence available for consideration 
and the direction provided for in legislation.  
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Policy For Vertebrate Toxic Agent Use 

The Game Animal Council policy on the use of vertebrate toxic agents to control animal pests in New 
Zealand is to:  

1. Advocate for minimising the use / mitigating the impacts of vertebrate toxic agents that can 
affect game animals, their management and availability as a public resource.  

2. Acknowledge that vertebrate toxic agents are currently used to successfully control some 
animal pest species to protect environmental and economic values.5  

3. Acknowledge that the hunting sector does not generally consider the use of vertebrate toxic 
agents for the control of game animals in New Zealand to be acceptable, accordingly the 
GAC opposes the use of vertebrate toxic agents for this purpose. 

4. Recognise the broad risk to New Zealand’s reputation across multiple areas, including food 
safety, tourism and the social license to continue using vertebrate toxic agents as a pest 
control tool, even if their use is well managed.  

5. Strongly advocate for continuing improvement to the national strategic approach on the use 
of vertebrate toxic agents, regarding consultation,6 science, mitigation,7,8 animal welfare,9 
residue safety,10 market and tourism perceptions, consistency of application, alternative 
options,11 and adoption of best practice across New Zealand. 

6. Advocate for the allocation of resources to find alternatives to vertebrate toxic agents for 
controlling pests in New Zealand that have reduced impacts on game animals, their 
management and availability as a public resource. 

7. Maintain that, prior to the application of vertebrate toxic agents that can affect game 
animals, their management and availability as a public resource on or within 2-5km of public 
land, a consultation process should be completed that: 

a. Meets accepted principles and standards for consultation (i.e., takes account of 
stakeholder views, including hunting sector stakeholders and mana whenua). 

b. Is transparent and all available information is provided. 

c. Allows stakeholders to identify and advocate for potential mitigation measures. 

d. Is consistent nationally throughout all agencies. 

8. Maintain that each application of a vertebrate toxic agent that can affect game animals, 
their management and availability as a public resource should: 

a. Be based on clear evidence-based rationale that the method is suitable and 
necessary to achieve clearly described outcomes. 

b. Be designed for the target species and minimise impacts on non-target species, their 
ongoing management and availability as a public resource. 

c. Ensure appropriate impact mitigation methods are used where game animal 
populations are present, and hunting is an important component of their 
management.  

d. Minimise adverse effects on the environment. 

e. Minimise impacts on mahinga kai.  

f. Be monitored to confirm points a-e are achieved, and if not achieved, seek to 
understand why, and make recommendations for improvements to future use. 
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9. Maintain that information on vertebrate toxic agent use in New Zealand should be publicly 
accessible, e.g., vertebrate toxic agent use by any agency or land holder that can affect game 
animals, their management and availability as a public resource is outlined on a central 
publicly accessible web page, that provides:  

a. The evidence-based rationale for the operational design and the prescribed 
outcomes of vertebrate toxic agent use.   

b. The operational parameters of the vertebrate toxic agent application.  

c. The extent and duration that game animal harvest is restricted following the 
vertebrate toxic agent application.    
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